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“NMEZRST—UEMESHNRBEBR. RENEKR. ”
— R - B - BEBER - BRBR

"Human body, compared with all other images, expresses the utmost freedom and beauty.”

— Georg Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel
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Ding Tongcheng, born in Guiyang, Guizhou, graduated from Central Academy of Fine
Arts Preparatory School in 1960 and Central Academy of Art & Design, in 1965, under the
guidance of masters as Wu Guanzhong and Han Meilin etc.In 1973, he began to teach in
Hubei Art Academy. Later, he pioneered the establishment of Hubei Institute of Fine
Arts and worked as dean of the department for over ten years, a professor as well as a
graduate supervisor. Moreover, he is also a master of art and design, an academician

of Hubei Academy of Painting and Calligraphy and enjoys special allowances of the
government. Meanwhile, he is also an evaluation expert on provisional key discipline and
degree programs specially invited by the Degree Committee of Hubei Provincial Government

During his forty years of work as a modern color—ink-painting artist and a teacher of
art and design, he has made remarkable achievements. For example, on June 9, 1991, his
frescos such as “Qu Yuan” , “Wild Geese Flying South” , “Charm of the Ancient State
of Chu ” , which are specially created for several cruise liners on the Yangtze River,
were introduced by CCTV program of “On This Land” with a special focus on “ the Chu
Style of the Yangtze River” . And among them, “Qu Yuan” has been selected to be hung in
the conference room of the People’s Conference Hall. Besides, many of his works, such as

“Pasturing” , “Chicken and Eggs” , “Whispering in the Woods” and “Grandmother and

Pigeons” , are displayed and collected home and abroad. Due to his achievements, he was
invited to visit countries like Germany and France to participate in the communication of
art education, design research and academic exchange in 1993.

He has published more than ten books and textbooks, such as Album of Paintings of Ding
Tongcheng, Computer Advertisement Design, Self-training Courses for Three Dimensional
Animations Design, Computer Animations, Computer Industrial Design, Computer Sculpture
Design and Color Composition .Among them, The Basics of Image Thinking and The Basics
of Computer Art Design have been listed in the national textbooks program for ordinary
colleges and universities of the “Eleventh Five -year Plan”

His name could be seen on The List of Famous Chinese Calligraphers and Painters at
Ancient and Modern Times, the Website for Paintings and Calligraphy Works of Overseas-—
Chinese, A Collection of 2000 Artists, Album of works of Chinese Contemporary Artists,
Qilu Evening’ s Website for Painting and Calligraphy Works and so on.
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A Psalm of the Beauty of Human Body — The Characteristics of Ding Tongcheng’s Colored and Ink Human Body
Chen Chiyu Professor, PhD Supervisor, College of Fine Arts, Tsinghua University

Professor Ding Tongcheng, a well-known educator of design, also boasts great achievements of painting. His mural work “Qu Yuan” has been selected as the meeting room mural in the People’s
Conference Hall, and other mural works such as “Wild Geese Flying South ”and “Charm of the Ancient State of Chu” have also enjoyed favorable social reputation. His modern meticulous style figure paintings
and paintings of minority custom fully embody the style of decorative painting. In recent years, he focused on color ink nudes based on feminine body, exploring something innovative significance from
traditional Chinese painting.

Graduating from the Central Academy of Fine Arts Preparatory School, he wad admitted to the Central Academy of Art and Design in 1960, majoring Design Art and Decorative Painting under the guidance
of such renowned masters such as Wu Guanzhong and Han Meilin. The unique teaching system of CAAD benefited him tremendously and exerted substantial influence on his painting. The artistic elements of
the decorative painting school of CAAD are fully manifested in his mural works, modern meticulous paintings and recent works of color ink nudes. He is not only a successor of artistic maters of fine arts such
as Pang Xungqin, Zhang Ding, Zheng Ke, Wu Guanzhong, Han Meilin, etc, but also a pioneer of innovation on a basis of his own characteristics and understanding of art.

Painting on Chinese art paper with ink and color, his works are neither similar to the graceful and splendid ancient beauty paintings composed by Zhang Xuan and Zhou Fang and the plain and elegant
modern beauty paintings composed by Lin Fengmian, nor identical with the sketches of nude in oil painting and traditional Chinese painting. Instead, his works intend to create new visual images and
demonstrate the gracefulness and vitality of femininity, conveying the theme of sunny youth and eternal life.

Hegel once regarded the beauty of art as the highest form of aesthetic relationship between human and nature and aesthetics as art philosophy. Highly praising sculpture of human body in ancient Greek,
he also thought that the ancient Greek sculpture was the most ideal and perfect art, for it was the representative of classical art, and the most harmonious stage of the contradiction between spiritual notions
and perceptual materials. Besides, he took the point of view that human body was the most free and beautiful image other than any other kind of form. And the female human body is typical form of the beauty
of human body; not only the Spring drawn by Engle but the Mediterranean sculptured by Maillol are the representatives of female beauty of human body. The series of works about Chinese color painting nude
by Ding Tongcheng, showing great appreciation the painter to the pure beauty of human body, are new extensions in the fields of displaying beauty of human body in the creation of Chinese painting.

Focusing on discovering the feature of different bodies, he mainly expresses the dynamic beauty of human body when creating this series of works on human body. The dynamic of human body is
considered a kind of expression and the dynamic language of body could express feeling and thought. The body gesture and the spirit and temperament of figures are closely connected, the figures sitting
or standing, lying on their backs or kneeling facing to or against the audience. The image is not stiff model but free, interesting and vivid young female, and their beauty and youth, brimming with energy and
vitality just like symphony of life. The artist created groups of contemporary female images full of spirit of times and freedom, and these images, free in form, open and frank, loving life, are showing the youth
beauty of contemporary female.

The artistic character of this series of human body works is also represented by the exploration and experiment of the color use and background processing of the works.He absorbed the expertise on
the use of Chinese ink in literati paintings in Yuan, Ming, Qing dynasties, on the other hand, he paid attention to the tradition of diversified colors in Chinese ancient fresco. Inspired from the bold color use of
impressionism and brutalism, he especially valued the expression of colors in this group of human body paintings. He might mix or contrast the ink color with various colors and match the color of the object and
background according to the need of human body in the painting, making them gorgeous and elegant. The artist is particular about proportion of human body. With accurate and practical outline, using color
lump and light and shade, he can exactly mould form and structure and dynamic in a free style. The flowers and grass created through background colors are abstract some way, which adds image infection,
aesthetic feature and visual beauty of the works.

Making new extensions in the creation of Chinese painting nude, pioneering a new field in expressing the female beauty of body with Chinese ink and Chinese color painting , he has made new exploration

in not only the art views of human body but also in mould and color, and has written a new chapter for the beauty of contemporary art.

Tsinghua Garden, March 15, 2011
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